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Kononov I.F. Sociology in times of crisis and war: problem of the 

methodological efficiency. 

 Ukrainian crisis and the war in Donbass are considered as the basic 

challenges faced by the domestic Sociology. First of all, they have emerged as 

problems for the Ukrainian sociological community. Due to the fact that 

empirical research efforts in our country have mainly aimed different kinds of 

so called services, it appeared difficult to somehow response current burning 

problems. Most often these services are provided for certain groups of the 

ruling class. And the results of empirical sociological studies are used for the 

manipulative political technologies afterwards. 

 Ukrainian sociological reality is just manifestation of global problems 

in the development of Sociology. As it became an instrument of democracy 

(support election campaigns, referendums, public opinion monitoring for 

governmental institutions and civil society) it has experienced a 

methodological shift, which resulted in the loss of unity of the theoretical and 

empirical levels. Pure Statistics became a general theory of empirical 

Sociology in quantitative studies, which in its turn has a mathematical basis. 

This provokes spread of the flat statistical functionalism and methodological 

nominalism. On the other hand, qualitative empirical research is based upon 

ethnography, social and cultural anthropology. 

 To be able to response the challenges of the contemporary society 

Sociology is to restore unity of theoretical and empirical levels, with 

domination of the first one. To do this, we need a new theoretical synthesis, 
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with the World-Systems Analysis, Environmental Sociology and the Theory of 

the Second Modernity as its basis. 

 In this light, the Ukrainian crisis and the war in Donbass could be 

immersed in the global context and explained by means of the contradictions 

of the modern world capitalist system, but not just by psychological 

inadequacy of a certain leader or, which is even worse, by ethnic factors. In 

this case, all attempts to impose full responsibility for social problems upon 

the people of certain region will hardly have any scientific argumentation, 

whereas they can be classified as manipulative technology for the benefit of 

certain group of ruling class. 

Keywords: crisis, war, case studies, methodology, World-Systems 

Analysis, Environmental Sociology, the Theory of the Second Modernity, 

Theoretical Synthesis 
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