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EK3UCTEHIIMHUM OBPA3 JKIHKHA Y TBOPUOCTI KOBO ABE
TA BAJIEPIS IIEBYYKA: TOPIBHSIJIBHUM ACITEKT

IlocranoBka mpodaemu. dDinocodis ek3uUCTEHIIATIZMY IEMOHCTPYE I1HTEpeC M0 MpoodIeMu
OCMHUCIIEHHS pOJIi XKIHKU y CBITi. MUCTelbKI 3allikaBIeHHs] 0OOyMOBJIEHI CaMOI0 CYTHICTIO CBITOOA-
YEeHHs aBTOpIB, 5Kl /Ul BUBYEHHSI BUOMpAJIM TEMH, IO CHPHUSIOTH OCMHUCIIEHHIO OCOOMCTOCTI: CBO-
00/1a, CaMOTHICTb, 1IEHTUYHICTb, BUOIp. OOpa3 *IHKM B TPAIUIIISAX €K3UCTEHLIAII3My IEMOHCTPYE
060poThOy 3a CBOOOIY, CAMOBHUPAXKCHHS 1 aBTEeHTHUHICTh. Lle He numie nmutanus ginocodii, a i mu-
OoKa coljianbHa npodiemMa, siKa 3aJIMIIA€ThCs aKTyaJIbHOIO 1 ChbOTOH1. JKIHKH, 5K 1 YOJIOBIKH, IIyKa-
I0Th CEHC Y CBOEMY JKMTTI, HAMarato4uch Moj10J1aTH 0OMEKEHHS, HaKJIaJIeH1 CyCIIbCTBOM.

OO0pa3 KIHKM B €K3UCTEHIIaI3M1 Ma€ KUJIbKa BaXKJIMBUX ACIEKTIB, sIKI MOXKHA PO3MISAIATH Yyepes
npu3My G110codChKUX 1 JIITEpaTypHUX TBOPiB. BaxkmuBumu enemeHTamMu € cBoOOa 1 BIANOBIIab-
HICTh, Ha SIKMX aKIEHTY€ yBary €K3HUCTEHIani3M. Y TBOpax MUCHbMEHHHKIB IHKH MarOTh MPaBO
BHU3HAYATH CBOIO 1IEHTUYHICTD, aJI€ CYCIIIbHI CTEPEOTUITA MOXKYTh OOMEKYBATH 110 CBOOOTY.

AHaJi3 octaHHix Aochaimxkens i myoaikaniii. C. ne boByap B ece «Jlpyra ctarb» 3 JOTIYHOTO
MOMIALy PO3MIIAJAE KIHKY SK «IHIIOT0», MOPIBHIOIOUM i CTaHOBUIIE 13 40sI0B1YMM. BoHa miakpec-
JIIO€, IO COITlabHI 3aKOHU (POPMYIOTH POJIh )KIHKH B CYCIIUIIBCTBI, 1 3aKIIUKAE IO TEKOHCTPYKITT ITUX
HopM. Y TBopax A. Kamro ta X.-II. Caprpa KiHKM HamMararoThCsl 3HAUTH CBOE MICIIE Y CBITi, MiJia-
I0YHCh TUCKY CYCIUIbCTBA, T MAIOTh BIAaCHUM BHYTpilIHINA KOHDIIKT. Y pomaHni C. ne boyap «Cro-
rajid MOJIOAOI AIBUMHUY KIHKU — CKJIaJIHI, OararorpaHHi 0COOMCTOCTI, sIKI BUOOPIOIOTH CBOIO 171€H-
TUYHICTh. TBOPHU LMX KJIACHKIB CBITOBOI JITEpaTypH 3aCBIIUYIOTh, 110 €K3UCTEHIIaTICTH BBAXKAIOTh
LIHHUM MParHeHHs 10 aBTEHTUYHOCTI. JIJIs1 HUX BayKJIMBE ¥ Te, 110 JKIHKHM, HaMaralouuch 3HalTH CBOE
MICLIE Y CBIT1, CTUKAIOThCS 3 BUKJIMKAaMU, [TOB’ I3aHUMH 13 COI[IaJIbHUMHU O4iKyBaHHAMHU. EniuH1 TBOpH
KoGo Abe ta B. [lleBuyka po3KkpHBalOTh €K3UCTEHIIIMHI MapKepy penpe3eHTallli xKiHOI1X o0pas3iB.

VY cyudacHuX HayKOBHX PO3BiJIKax O BUBUEHHS pi3HUX acnekTiB TBopyocTi B. [lleBuyka Ta Ko6o
Aoe 3Beptanucs I. bukona, JI. Taprammaceka, 1. Mopos, M. Hectenees, M. Xopo6, A. Lewandowska
i 1Hmi. Koncraryemo, 1o maibke HeMae JOCHIIKEHb, Y SKUX 3 MO3ULIT MOPIBHSIIBHOIO JIITEpary-
PO3HABCTBA PO3MVISIAIOTHCA KIHOUI €K3UCTEeHIIHI 00pa3u y TBopyocTi Kobo Abe Ta B. IlleBuyka.
[le 0OyMOBITIOE aKTyalIbHICTh HAIIOTO JOCIIIKCHHS.

IocTanoBka 3aBaanHsi. MeTy Ta 3aBIlaHHS HAyKOBOI PO3BIIKHA BOA9a€MO B JOCIIIKEHHI KITFOUO-
BUX E€K3UCTEHLIMHUX MapKepiB perpe3eHTalii )kiHouux oopasiB y TBopuocti Ko6o Abe ta B. llles-
yyka. MeToosoris 10CiIKeHHs 0a3yeThcss HA KOMIIAPATUBHOMY IMIJIXO/1, SIKUH A€ 3MOTY BHCBIT-
JIUTH JITEPaTypHi 3B’ SI3KH YKPATHCHKOI Ta SMOHCHKOT JIITEparyp.

Bukian ocHoBHoro marepiajy. OOpa3 xiHku y TBopyocTi Kobo AGe vacto BimoOpaxae TeMu
eK3UCTEHITIami3My, abcypay Ta ctopeanizmy. Kobo Abe cTBoproe GararorpaHHuil 00pa3 >KIHKH, sSKa
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€ HE JIMIIIC )KEPTBOIO, aJie i aKTUBHOIO YYaCHHIICIO OOPOTHOU 32 aBTEHTUYHICTB, IO IMiIKPECITIOE TJIU-
OOKi eK3UCTeHIliabHI TUTaHHA B oro TBopuyocTi (Hecrenees, 2013).

VY i#ioro TBOpax >KIHKM 4acTO MPEJCTABJICHI K MEPCOHAXI, SIKi OOPIOTHCS 3a 1IEHTUYHICTD 1 CBO-
00y. BoHu BiquyBarOTh 0€3BUX1/Ib Y CYCIIIBCTBI, SIKE HAB’ A3Y€ )KOPCTKI pOJIi, TParHyTh 3HAUTH CBIi
nusiX 1 ceHe y kutTi. Tak, KirodoBuid pomaH aBTropa «XKinka B mickax» (Abe Kobo, 1988) npen-
CTaBJIsi€ YUTaYEBl 00pa3 CaMOTHBOI JKIHKHU SIKa CUAMTH Y MICOYHIHN M1 1 TIIBKH 1 3HAE, 110 BiArpidoae
MiCOK, 06 He 3aruHyTH. Ii ciM’sl 3arMHYy/Ia, ale BOHA caMa MPOJOBKYe POOUTH Te, 10 iif cKa3aiu
pOOHTH, TE, IO € KIIOYOBUM CIEMEHTOM JUIS «OKUTTS» B TOMY celli. CIIOBO <OKUTTSD) HE MPOCTO TaK
B JIallKax, 00 Ha3BaTH TOW 00pa3 iCHyBaHHS KUTTSAM JIOBOJII CKJIAJIHO, 1 )KIHKa, TONpH O0e31yMHe CJIi-
JyBaHHS TIpaBUJIaM, IIyKa€ HOBHI 0Opa3 MHCJICHHS i HaMaraeThCs HE MPOCTO BHIKHBATH 13 1M
HOBHM YOJIOBIKOM, a IO-CIIPABKHBOMY KHTH. | MOXKHA CKa3aTH, 0 HAIPUKIHIII pOMaHYy, SIK YOJIOBIK
3HAMMIOB CBI CEHC Y 1iH SIMI 1 HE BTIK, KOJIM OysIa MOXJIMBICTb, TaK 1 )KIHKA, HAPEIITi, 3HAKIIUIA CBii
CEHC, SIKUH BHPAXKAETHCS B MOSIBI TUTHHHU.

Takox AGe BUKOPUCTOBYE a0Cyp/, 00 MAKPECTUTH a0CypAHICTb JIOACHKOTO iCHYBaHHS. JKiHKH
y Hloro TBOpax MOKyTb OyTH KEPTBaMHU CUTYaIliid, Y SKMX BOHH BTPAYarOTh KOHTPOJIb HAJl BIACHUM
KUTTSAM, TOXK aBTOp BimoOpaxkae Oe3nmy3aicTh ixHboro icHyBaHHs (Tapuammucbka, 2010). Tak,
y pomani Abe Kobo «Uyxe oomuuus» (1988 pik) apyxuHa rooBHOTO repost maHa OKysMa € JuIie
KaTaJi3aTopoM JUIsl TPUBOXKHUX 1 HABITh YKAXarOUUX MOJIN, KOJIHU ii YOJOBIK MOYMHAE Ti1A03PIOBATH
JIpYKUHY B 3paji 1 caM ctae nuM 3pagHukoM. Ilani OkysiMa BUCTyMmae TyT SK O€3BOJIbHA iCTOTA,
HaBITh HE 30BCIM JIIOMHA. ABTOp MalCTEPHO CTBOPIOE 00pa3 3ary0JICHOT )KIHKH, sTKa HIYOTO HE MOXE
BHPIIINTH 1 SIKa JIMIIIE TUTMBE 3a TEUi€l0, 1 caMe ToMy (iHaJl BUSABIAETHCS HACTUILKH IMMOTY)KHUM 1 Kap-
KOJIOMHHM — BHSIBIISIETBCS, TaH1 OKysiMa Bce 3Hajia BiJl CaMOro M0YaTKy, 3HaJa, 10 TOH He3HAHOMEllb,
3 SKMM BOHA 3pa/KyBajia YOJIOBIKOBI, 1 € 11 YOJIOBIKOM 1 110 BOHA B TaKHil CIOCiO BHUpIIIUIA JIUIIIE
nigirparu ¢panTasisaM gonoika. OTke, MM MOXKEMO CIIOCTEpIraTd HEMMOBIPHY €BOJIIOIIIIO MIEPCOHAXA
BiJ1 O€3BOJILHOT ICTOTH JI0 CIIPABXKHBO1 JIFOJIMHU, SIKa cama BUOMPAE CBOIO JIOJII0, CBOOOY 1 IIJISX.

He MeHII BayKITMBUMHU € CIOpPEATICTHYHI €JIEMEHTH Y HOro TBOPYOCTI, 5K JafOTh 3MOTY JOCIIi-
JUTH TIACBIOMI cTpaxu i 6axkaHHs (Mopo3, 2018). O6pa3u >kiHOK YacTo MepervIiTaloThes 3 ¢aH-
TaCTUYHUMH MOTHBAMH, IO MIAKPECTIOE iXHIO CKJIQJIHICTh 1 HEOJHO3HAYHICTh, PO3MHUBAIOYH MEXI1
M pealbHICTIO Ta imo3iero. Y poMaHi «30BciM sk momuHay (‘2275 55, 1964) 06pa3 xkiHkH € Gara-
TOTpaHHKM i CKJIaJHUM. BoHa mpencraBieHa uepe3 repoiHo, sika HA3UBAETHCS y TBOPI MPOCTO 5K
«JIpY’KHHA YOJI0BiKa» (TOOTO roJIOBHOTO reposi, aBTopa pazaiomoy «IIpusit, Mapcy), sika € BaXKJIUBOIO
(biryporo B KHUTTI TOJOBHOTO Tepos. BimoOpaxkarouu pi3HI acEKTH YKIHOYOI MPUPOIH, KIHKA CTa€e
CHUMBOJIOM $IK JIFOJICBKOTO Oa’kaHHsI, TaK 1 000401 HEe3a0BOJEHOCTI. JIJIs rOJJOBHOTO repos »KiHKa
YOCOOIIOE Ty YaCTHHY JIIOACHKOCTI, IKY BiH IparHe 3p03yMiTH. Ii HAsBHICTB Y HOTO KUTTi BUKIIHKAE
3aMUTaHHS MPO 1IEHTUYHICTh, KOXaHHS W €MOIIiHI TPUB’A3aHOCTI. 3 OTHOTO OOKY, )KiHKa € CUMBO-
JIOM 3B’SI3KY 3 JIIOJIbMH, aJIe 3 1HIIIOTO — BOHA TAKOXK BiI0Opakae 130111110 1 TPYAHOII B CIIKYBaHHI.
e migkpeciioe 3araibHy TEMAaTHKY pOMaHy PO BiT4y>KEHHS Ta CKJIQJHICTh CTOCYHKIB Y Cy4acHOMY
ceiti (HifEREH, 1977).

Tax camo, sk 1 y Ko6o Abe, o6pa3 xinku y TBopuocti Banepis IlleBuyka € ckimagaum i 6araro-
TPaHHMUM, 110 BiI0Opakae TeMH €K3UCTEHIliani3My, abcypay Ta croppeanizmy (Xopo6, 2010). O6pa3
KIHKHM y TBopuocTi Banepis IlleBuyka € sckpaBUM MPUKIIAIOM AOCIIHKEHHS ITTHOOKUX €K3UCTCHITI-
aJbHUX MUTaHb. BiH 300paxkye KIHOK SIK CKJIAJIHUX, OaraTorpaHHUX 0COOMCTOCTEH, SIKI CTUKAIOTHCS
3 aOCYPIIHICTIO )KUTTSI, HAMArarounuch 3HAUTH CBOE MICIIE y CBITI, JI¢ peIbHICT 1 (haHTa31s meperi-
TaroThes. Llew miaxia BiAKpUBa€e HOBI MEPCIEKTHBH JJIsi PO3YMIHHS KIHOYOT 1IGHTHYHOCTI Ta JIFO/I-
CHKHUX MIEPEKUBAHB 3aTrajiOM.

VY pomanax i noBictax IlleBuyka >KIHKM 4acTo MpEACTaBICHI sIK 0COOMCTOCTI, SIK1 MEePEKUBAIOTh
kpu3y inmentnyHocTi (Lewandowska, 2018). Bonu GoproThCsl 3 MUTAaHHSIMH CEHCY JKUTTS, CBOOOIN
1 BignoBiganpHOCTI. llIeBuyK miaKpectoe, o KiHKH HE € JINIIE 00’ €KTaMU Y1 )KEPTBAMU, a € aKTHB-
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HUMH yYaCHUKaMHU CBOIX JKUTTIB, SIKi IIYKAaIOTh aBTEHTHYHICTh y CBITi, HAIOBHEHOMY aOCYp/OM.
3o0kpema, omHa 3 Tepoinb pomany Banepis IlleBuyka «/lim Ha ropi» (2011 pik) ['anmuna yocoOitoe
co0010 HUIMK KIHOUMW Pif, SKUH NMEPEKUBAE CIPABKHIO KPH3Y CAMOYCBIJOMJICHHS, KpU3Y ICHY-
BaHHsI — TaKi KIHKU Hi Ha 10 HE BJIaJIHI, MOXYTh JIUIIEC «YCKATH MPUHIIA Ha OUIoMy KOHI». ["anmHa
MoKa3aHa sIK CJIa0KoTyXa JIIBYNHA Ha CAMOMY TTOUYaTKY, aJIe 3 PEIITOIO ii 00pa3 eBOJIOIOHYE JI0 KIHKH,
sIKa TITyKa€e CBOI CBOOOTY, CIIOKIH Ta IIJIsX.

3 inmoro 00Ky, BUKOpUCTaHHS abcypay y TBopuocTi llleBuyka mae 3mory mokasaru 0e3riTy3/icTh
ICHYBaHHS Ta MapaJ0KCH JOICHKHUX BiTHOCUH. JKiHKHU y 10r0 TBOpax 4acTo OMUHSIOTHCS B CUTYAIlIsIX,
KOJIM iXH1 IParHeHHsI Ta Mpii CTalOTh )KepTBaMH a0CypHUX oO0cTaBuH. Lle cTBOpIOE BiMUyTTs OC3BU-
X0/l ¥ 130JIA11i1, aJie i BOAHOYAC BIIKPUBAE MPOCTIP JJI1 HOBUX MOXKJIMBOCTEH 1 MEPEOCMUCIICHHS.
Hamnpuknan, y TBopi Banepis [lleBuyka «Ha moni cmupernomy» (2013 pik) mpo KUTTSI B MOHACTHUP1
OJTHA 3 TepPOiHb — APY>KMHA KapiuKa, TeXK KapJIMK, YBECh yac siBisie c0000 00pa3 3aHenasnoi >KiHKH —
BOHA, IIOTIPU CYBOP1 peiriiiHi Ta MOHACTUPCHKI 3a00pOHHU, Belle PO3IyCHE JKUTTS, Opelie, HaKupa-
€TbCsl, THUThCS (i1 TAKOK MOKHA iHTEpPHPETYBaTH SK HPOsB CEMHM CMEPTHHX IpixiB). [i mosexinka
300paxkeHa Hampouy/ abcypaHO i AMBaKyBaTo.

OnuH 13 HallyIIOOJICHIIIMX €JIEMEHTIB aBTOpa — croppeaitizmM. CroppealiCTHUHI €JIEMEHTH y TBOPax
[IleBuyka MAKPECTIOIOTh CKIAIHICTh JKIHOYOrO o0pa3y 4epe3 3MilIaHHS pealbHOCTI Ta (aHTasii.
JKiHKM MOXKYTB 3’ SBJIATHCS B AUBHUX, Mai)ke MarivyHUX KOHTEKCTAaX, IO BiIOOpakae iX BHYTPIIIHII
CBIT, IEpeKUBaHHA 1 OakaHHs. Lle gae MOKITMBICTh YMTAuEB1 3aHYPUTHUCS B 1XHI JYMKH 1 TOYYTTS,
PO3MUBAIOUM MEX1 MK peaIbHUM 1 yABHUM. SICKpaBUM MpHUKIaaoM € TBip «lltaxu 3 HEBUAUMOTO
ocTtpoBay (2012 pik), TOJIOBHUI TepOH SKOTO OMUHSAETHCS B 3araJIKOBOMY MA€TKY 3 JBOPOM, JI€ 3 HUM
B110yBarOTHCS TAEMHHYI, MariuHi, XuMepHi momii. Jlo repost Maike KOXKHOI HOY1 MIPUXOIATH JTOHBKH
xa3sdiHa OCTpOBa JJIA TUIECHOI BTIXH, 1 BC€ O HIYOrO, aje JMIBYMHU IPOHUKAIOTH 10 reposi B 00pasi
NITaxiB 1 Map.

BucnoBku. O1xe, 00pa3 xkiHku y TBopuocTi Ko6o Abe ta Banepis [lleBuyka Mae CrijibHI pUCH,
aJie BIIPI3HIAETHCS B KOHTEKCTI KYJIBTYPHUX 1 P1710COPCHKUX TpaauIliid. Y TBopax 000X aBTOPIB )KIHKH
4acTo OOPIOTHCS 3a 1ICHTHYHICTD 1 IITYKAIOTh CEHC Y 0e3MTy370My CBITI. BOHU cTaloTh CUMBOIAMHU
JIIOICBKUX MEePEeKUBaHb 1 KpU3U. Takok 00MABa aBTOpU BUKOPUCTOBYIOTH €JIEMEHTH abcypy, MoKa-
3YI0YH JKIHOK Y CHUTYyaIlisiX, JIe iXHI MparHeHHs Ta Mpii 4acTo 3pUBAIOTHCS 00 PeaNbHICTh, 110 Mij-
Kpecitoe 0e3BUXib.

BigminnocTi Takox €. Koo Abe, 30kpeMa, uyepe3 AIMOHCHKY KYJIBTYPHY MIPU3MY, T0CIIKY€E TEMH
CaMOTHOCTI Ta BIAYYKCHHS B Cy4aCHOMY CycHiabCcTBi. [IleBuyk poOUTH 11€ B yKpaiHCbKOMY KOHTEK-
CTi, aKIICHTY€ yBary Ha HalllOHAJIbHIN 1IGHTUYHOCTI, 10 JAOAA€ JOAATKOBUHN IIap 10 KiHOYUX oOpa-
3iB. Tak camo y TBopuocTi K060 AbGe croppeaicTHUHI €JIEMEHTH MOXKYTh OljbIle (hOKyCyBaTUCs Ha
(haHTaCTMYHUX CUTYyalisX, To/l K y [lleBayka BOHM 9acTo BioOpakatoTh BHYTPIIIHI TEPEKUBAHHS
MePCOHAXIB, CIUTITAIOYM PEATIBHICTS 1 YSIBY.

O6u/Ba aBTOPH CTBOPIOIOTH OAraTorpaHHi 00pasy XKiHOK, SIKi € TTIMOOKMMHU Ta CKIaJHUMH. IXHi
TBOPH JOCIIIJDKYIOTh €K3UCTEHIIIaIbHI TUTAHHS, ajie B PI3HUX KYJIbTYpHUX 1 (P1I0CO(CHKUX KOHTEK-
CTax, IO pOOUTH IXHI MAXOIU YHIKATbHUMHU.
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KoznoB A. B. Ex3ucrenuiiinuii o00pa3 xinku y TBopuocti Kodo Ade Ta Basnepisa LlleBuyka:
NOPIBHSUIbHUI ACHEKT

Crarts npucBsdyeHa NOMIMOIEHOMY aHaiizy oOpa3y »KIHKM B KOHTEKCTI E€K3MCTeHLIaJi3My
i abcypny, SIKHi TpeICTaBIeHUI Y pOMaHax SIMOHCHKOTO MuchbMeHHNKa KoGo Ade Ta ykpaiHCBKOTO
aBTopa Banepis [lleBuyka. ABTOpH H0oCHiIKyIOTh Taki TBOpH Kobo Abe, sk «KiHka B mickax», «Hyxe
obnuyus» Ta «30BCIM SIK JIIOAWHAY, a Takok pomanu IlleBuyka «/liM Ha ropi», «Ha moni cMupen-
HOMY» Ta «[ITaxu 3 HEeBHIMOTO OCTPOBY».

JlocnmipKeHHST aKIEHTyE yBary Ha TOMY, SIK €K3HCTCHLIHHI W aOCyp/HI acleKTH BUSIBIISIOTHCS
y TPEICTaBICHHI )KIHOUUX MEPCOHAXKIB, Kl CTUKAIOTHCS 3 BHYTPIIIHIMU KOHQIIIKTaMH, MOITYKOM
1IGHTUYHOCTI Ta COLaIbHUMU oOMekeHHsIMU. OOHJIBa aBTOPU BUKOPUCTOBYIOTh €IIEMEHTH CIOppe-
ani3My, 10 MiJCUIIOE BIAYYTTS HEPEATbHOCTI i aOCypAHOCTI, 110 BigoOpakae CKIaTHOCTI KIHOYOT
y4acTi B Cy4aCHOMY CBITi.

AKTyalbHICTh POOOTH TOJSITae B TOMY, 110 TBOpuicTh AbGe Ta IlleBuyka 3anuiiae 3HaUHUN CIIiJT
y JIITepaTypHOMY JUCKYpCi, BiioOpakatoun crenudiky KylIbTypHUX KOHTEKCTIB SMoHii Ta YKpaiHHu.
[Tonpu pigKicHICTH MOPIBHSUTBHUX TOCIIKEHD ITUX aBTOPIB, CTATTS IEMOHCTPYE SIK CXOXKOCTI Y IXHIX
Miaxoaax 10 300paskeHHs )KIHOYOro o0pasy, Tak 1 MOTEHLIa AJs MOJANbIIOr0 BUBUYEHHS 1X TBOP-
qocTi. JlociiiyKeHHs BiIKpUBa€e HOBI TOPU30HTH AJI1 OCMHCIICHHS BILUTUBY €K3UCTEHIlIaNi3My Ha JIiTe-
parypy, MiIKPECITIOI0UN BaXIIMBICTh PEMpPe3eHTallil )KIHKU B yMOBax aOCypAHOTO iCHYBaHHSI.

Knrouosi cnosa: Kobo Abe, Banepiit llleBuyk, dinocodist abcypay, oOpa3 KiHKH, €K3UCTEHITia-
JTi3M, TIOPiBHSUIEHE JTITEPaTypO3HABCTBO, POMaH, F'epOii.

Kozlov A. V. Existential image of woman in the works of Kobo Abe and Valery Shevchuk:
a comparative aspect

The article is dedicated to a deep analysis of the image of women in the context of existentialism
and absurdity, as presented in the novels of Japanese writer Kobo Abe and Ukrainian author Valery
Shevchuk. The authors investigate such works by Kobo Abe as “Woman in the Dunes”, “The Face
of Another”, and “Almost Like a Person”, as well as Shevchuk's novels “House on the Hill”, “In the
Humble Field”, and “Birds of the Invisible Island”.

The research emphasizes how existential and absurd aspects manifest in the portrayal of female
characters who face internal conflicts, the search for identity, and social constraints. Both authors use
elements of surrealism to enhance the sense of unreality and absurdity, reflecting the complexities of
women's roles in the modern world.

The relevance of the work lies in the significant impact that the works of Abe and Shevchuk leave
on literary discourse, reflecting the specificity of cultural contexts in Japan and Ukraine. Despite
the rarity of comparative studies of these authors, the article demonstrates both similarities in their
approaches to the representation of female images and the potential for further exploration of their
works. The study opens new horizons for understanding the influence of existentialism on literature,
highlighting the importance of the representation of women in the context of absurd existence.

Keywords: Kobo Abe, Valery Shevchuk, philosophy of the absurd, image of a woman, existentialism,
comparative literature, novel, hero.
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