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Problem statement. Think tanks, or With the ongoing war
«factories of ideas», are important in shap-and the active restructuring g
ing educational policy by developing rec- the educational system, Ukrair
ommendations, supporting reforms, andian society requires reforms
promoting ideas oriented toward market val-that enhance the quality
ues and competitiveness. In modern Ukraineeducation, reflecting nation
these global trends must be adapted to thanterests, social equality, an
national context, considering challengesaccessibility. A new strategy
such as war, the need for accessible educanust be created for supportin
tion, limited funding, and differences in de-the development of inde;
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by incorporating international experience, andenable think tanks™ activities in the educa-
adapting to the Ukrainian context, especiallytional policy field.

considering the challenges of wartime condi- This study employs various scientific

tions and post-war rebuilding. research methods, such as definitional

Analysis of current research.The is- analysis for defining key concepts; con-
sue of think tanks has been thoroughly repdensing scientific sources to determine the
resented in foreign scholars’ research howessence of think tank activities in educa-
ever it is only at the beginning of studying tional policy; comparative analysis to iden-
within Ukrainian academic discourse. Re-tify features of specific think tanks and find
searchers such as I. Petrenko, O. Kobylyevgcommonalities and differences in their ac-
J.-A. Nikorovych, N. Rzhevska, N. Krishna, tivities; and classification to group different
among others, have studied the history andypes of think tanks.
development of think tanks. Main content.

Problems concerning the activities of The etymology of the term «think
think tanks have been described in works bytanks» is linked to the times of World War |l
A. Valyukh, V. Zhelanova, E. Kurilov, V. Kry- in the United States. The first «think tanks»
zhanovska, O. Serbin, J. A. Nikorovych, T. Yaro-were secure locations (tanks) shielded from
shenko, E.Akman, A.Denham, M. Garnett,eavesdropping, where military strategies
F. Keskin, O.Kulac, R. Niblett, R. Sabatini, were developed.

D. Stone, and K. Weaver, among others. Today, the most widely accepted is

The think tanks™ classification has Kent Weaver's definition, formulated in the
been studied by O. Maievska, K. Weaver,late 1980s (Weaver, 1989) and further elabo-
P. Dixon, J. G. McGann, and others. rated in the 1990s. In the updated version of

The think tanks™ activities in the field his initial definition, think tanks are de-
of educational policy have been researchedcribed as «non-governmental, non-profit
by I. Matovich, P. Srivastava, V. Mendes, research organizations with substantial or-
V.-M. Peroni, D. Stone, M. R. Ramirez, ganizational autonomy from the government
E.-J. Diez-Gutiérrez, E. Cermefio, and otherand from social interests, such as corpora-

J. G. McGann had been conducted thdions, interest groups, and political parties»

ranking of think tanks. (McGann and Weaver) (Pautz, 2011).
Aim of the Article: to review the role There are many classifications of think
of think tanks in educational policy. tanks. McGann categorizes them into:
Methodology and research methods. 1. Independent think tanks, which op-

This research methodology is based on keyrate autonomously without reliance on any
positions of the systems approach, whichparticular interest group or donor.

allows for examining certain phenomena as 2. Semi-independent think tanks,
a whole, integrating various interacting which are not state-controlled but are influ-
components. The axiological approach isenced by interest groups or donors, who
essential to this research, as educational poprovide most of the funding.

icy at the state level and within specific uni- 3. Governmental think tanks that are
versities, reflects the values of society andofficially part of government structures.
the corporate values of particular educa- 4. Quasi-governmental think tanks,

tional institutions. The environmental ap- funded exclusively through government
proach allows to consider real societal congrants but not officially part of the gov-
ditions on macro, meso, and micro levels toernment.
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5. University-affiliate think tanks, which ideologies, mobilizing resources, and form-
are research centers within universities. ing networks that facilitate policy transfer.

6. Party-affiliated think tanks, which Think tanks often present educational issues
are officially associated with political parties.in ways that align with broader economic

7. Corporate think tanks, which con- goals, like competitiveness and adaptation to
duct research on political issues and argylobal market demands (Matovich &
connected with corporations or operate on &rivastava, 2023).

commercial basis (McGann, 2017). There are many ways think tanks use to
In addition, think tanks are sometimes advocate their ideas. We studied some of them.
grouped by their primary areas of analysis, Think tanks use academic research,

such as defense and national security, domedia engagement, and policy advocacy to
mestic economic policy, international eco-disseminate their ideas, often framing their
nomics, social policy, environmental policy, proposals as evidence-based solutions to
global health, education, water security, in-educational challenges (Lingard, 2016).
ternational development, science and tech- Moreover, the spread of think tanks
nology, energy and resource policy, trans-has led to a significant shift in the discourse
parency and governance, and food securitpf educational policy, emphasizing market

(Guides at Penn Libraries, 2024). principles and diminishing the role of public
In their activities think tanks fulfill education (Mendes & Peroni, 2020).
these functions: For effective advocacy of their work,

* mediation between government andthink tanks act as information hubs, connect-
the public, promoting mutual understandinging policymakers with research and exper-
and cooperation; tise, which promotes the dissemination of

» analysis of current trends, problems,innovative policy ideas (Stone, 2000).
and threats, providing solutions for future Also, they often engage in hybrid gov-
action; ernance models, collaborating with private

 transforming ideas, trends, and is-entities to influence educational policy (Jar-
sues into specific recommendations and regquin-Ramirez, Diez-Gutiérrez & Palomo-

ports with actionable steps; Cermefio, 2024).
» provision informed perspectives in Another way for advocacy is the emer-
political debates; gence of platforms like Think 20, which high-

» creating platforms for constructive lights how think tanks can mobilize ideas and
exchanges between political and socio-influence discussions on global educational
economic actors (Zhelanova & Kryzha- policy. Their ability to shape discourses
novska, 2024). around education allows them to act as

Therefore we focus on think tanks thatknowledge mobilizers, legitimizing certain
work specifically in educational policy in policy approaches among world leaders (Ma-
this article. tovich & Srivastava, 2023).

These think tanks have a significant Typically, the activities of think tanks
impact on shaping market-oriented reformsin the field of educational policy are viewed
and promoting privatization in global educa- in the following dimensions:
tion systems. e advocacy for neoliberal (market-

They influence educational policy oriented) educational policy. Think tanks
globally through mechanisms. It could besuch as Didlogo Interamericano and FAES
seen through activities such as promotingoromote neoliberal(market-oriented) educa-
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tional reforms, emphasizing privatization cacy to influence government policy (Jar-
and market-based solutions (Jarquin-quin-Ramirez, Diez-Gutiérrez & Palomo-
Ramirez, Diez-Gutiérrez & Palomo- Cermefio, 2024).
Cermefio, 2024); One of the latest education-related
* influence on policy formation. analyses by the center is A Comprehensive
Think tanks have significantly impacted na- Model for Satellite Connectivity for Educa-
tional education reforms, such as the Comtional Purposes: HISPASAT's E-learning
mon core state standards, by mobilizing eliteSolution(Tejada, 2024), aimed at promoting
political and philanthropic resources in thedigital transformation and the use of quality
United States. (Savage, 2016) Additionally,content in schools with limited internet ac-
the Centre for independent studies in Austracess. In this report, the think tank assessed
lia exemplifies how think tanks can advocateHISPASAT's e-learning solution. HIS-
for reducing public spending on educationPASAT is an e-learning model focused on
(Lingard, 2016); connecting schools in remote areas to pro-
« facilitating collaboration and gener- vide access to the Internet and quality digital
ating solutions. Think tanks like EDULOG content that supports the development of
in Portugal create networks that connect acaboth teachers and students. This program
demia, business, and government, fosteringonsists of three key elements: (1) digital
knowledge creation and political decision- infrastructure, (2) a comprehensive teacher
making. They serve as intermediaries, pro-support strategy, and (3) a real-time data col-
moting cooperation between various stakedfection and monitoring system. Inter-
holders to address educational challengesémerican Dialogue study and evaluates
effectively (Viseu & Carvalho, 2018). HISPASAT as a comprehensive model for
Although think tanks often advocate addressing connectivity issues for students
for specific programs, their role in promot- and teachers in remote schools across Latin
ing dialogue and collaboration among vari- America (Tejada, 2024).
ous stakeholders can also lead to a more The Australian think tank, Centre for
comprehensive educational policy. This dualindependent studies in Australia, advocates
role highlights the complexity of their im- for conservative education policies, empha-
pact on the academic landscape. sizing market-based solutions and reduced
Think tanks significantly shape educa- government spending on education. The cen-
tional policy across different regions, usingter is well-known for its influential report,
various methodologies and ideological School Funding on a Budget, which criti-
frameworks. These organisations often act asizes public schooling (Lingard, 2016).
intermediaries between academia, govern- The latest published analytical papers
ment, and the private sector, influencing pol-on education are Using Curriculum-Based
icy through research and advocacy. BelowMeasurement for Primary School Maths
are key think tanks that conduct research irScreening (Lembke, Singell, Donofrio, &

educational policy. Martin, 2024) and Learning Lessons: The
The think tank Inter-American Dia- Future of Small-Group Tutoring (Jha, 2024).
logue focuses on educational reform in Latin Researchers study universal screening

America. Primarily, it promotes neolib- as an essential component of the Multi-
eral(market-oriented) policies that increaseTiered Support System (MTSS) for mathe-
private sector involvement in education andmatics in Using Curriculum-Based Meas-
uses a hybrid governance model in its advourement for Primary School Maths Screen-
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ing. The screening aims to identify the risk cation at various levels: elementary and sec-
of developing math learning difficulties ondary school, high school, and higher edu-
among primary school students. The studycation. NIER is involved in research and
describes Curriculum-Based Measurementpolicy formation aimed at improving the
as an effective tool for math screening due tayuality and accessibility of education. Re-
its brief assessments that serve as indicatorent research topics addressed by the center
for achieving long-term goals (Lembke, included the following: developing quality
Singell, Donofrio, & Martin, 2024). education during the transition from early

The study Learning Lessons: The Fu-childhood to elementary school; researching
ture of Small-Group Tutoring describes thesystematic and effective restoration and use
state of education in the post-COVID eraof partially damaged school buildings; and
and identifies small-group tutoring as a po-studying effective ways to utilize the Na-
tential way to address learning loss. Thetional Student Survey (NIER, 2023).
Australian government has funded the tu- There is also an analytical center fo-
toring; however, it was found that the pro-cused on educational policy analysis in
gress of students with small-group tutoringUkraine. It is called the Borys Grinchanko
showed no significant difference comparedKyiv MetropolitanUniversity’s analytical
to those without it (Jha, 2024). center, «OsvitAnalityka» The latest research

Brookings Institution, an American from this center was titled «Education Dur-
think tank, has a long history of research ining the War: Experience of Ukrainian
education policy. The center supports innova-Schools» (Linnik, Bozhynskyi, Hrynevych,
tive educational reforms through a collabora-Kryzhanovska, Nikolaiev, & Rii, 2024).
tive environment among scholars and pro- This analytical report was dedicated
vides critical insights into the evolving land- to the findings of a study on the adaptation
scape of education policy (Kumar, 2000). process of Ukrainian schools to working

One of the latest research papers by thender martial law conditions since 2022. It
think tank in education policy is A Constitu- outlined the main challenges schools faced
tional Amendment to Change Higher Educa-and the solutions implemented to organize
tion Governance in Nevada. This study outthe educational process (Linnik, Bozhyn-
lines a proposed constitutional amendmenskyi, Hrynevych, Kryzhanovska, Niko-
that would allow the state legislature to exer-laiev, & Rii, 2024).
cise direct oversight of the Board of Regents, The «Think Tanks and Civil Societies
including budget audits. The amendmentProgram» (TTCSP) at the Lauder Institute of
aims to address persistent governance issudise University of Pennsylvania has conducted
in the higher education system, such as inefresearch on the roles of various «political in-
ficiencies, frequent staff turnover, and scan-stitutions» specifically think tanks, which
dals involving unethical behavior by somestudy policy decisions in multiple fields
regents. This change would enable the legisworldwide. Known as a «think tank for think
lature to better align higher education withtanks» TTCSP explores the evolution of the
the state’s economic and workforce needsole and nature of organizations engaged in
(Damore, Saladino, & Brown, 2024). public policy research (McGann, 2021).

The National Institute for Educational The program developed and later im-
Policy Research (NIER) is a Japanese thinlplemented a pilot project called the
tank that supports educational reforms. ThiscGlobal Index of Think Tanks» in 2006.
center conducts research in the field of eduThis initiative was designed to identify and
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recognize think tanks across major fieldsquality policy research and influence both
of public policy research in every region of public and elite opinions and actions for
the world. As of 2021 (the project's latestthe public good (McGann, 2021).

edition), the program has provided techni- We analyzed the latest available top
cal assistance in 85 countries. The progranmi0 think tanks worldwide that focus on
aims to establish lasting institutional andeducational policy based on data presented
governmental partnerships by engagingin the reports and information publicly
and mobilizing think tanks that have dem-available in the University of Pennsyl-
onstrated the ability to produce high-vania's library (see table 1).

Table 1.
TOP-10 think tanks in educational policy
Rate Name of the think tank Country
1 National Institute for Educational Policy Resdarc Japan
2 Urban Institute United States
3 Brookings Institution United States
4 RAND Corporation United States
5 Center for Education Policy, SRI International itdd States
6 Mathematica Policy Research (MPR) United States
7 Center for Social and Economic Strategies (CESES) Czech Republig
8 Cato Institute United States
9 Center for Education Policy Research (CEPR) ddhtates
10 Center for Education Policy Analysis (CEPA) ditStates

Based on this ranking, a trend in thepromoting privatization, competitiveness,
development of such centers in the Unitedand neoliberal (market-oriented) approaches.
States is evident. Of the 10 centers reprein some cases, these reforms aim to support
sented, 8 are based in the U.S., 1 in Asia, anthe private sector, particularly through re-
1 in Europe (Guides at Penn Libraries, 2024) source mobilization and network building.

Conclusions and future research Furthermore, this ranking analysis
perspectives.Think tanks engage in diverse shows that the most influential think tanks
areas of educational policy research, includin educational policy are predominantly
ing general education, digital education,located in the U.S., underscoring the coun-
education in wartime, national educationtry’s leadership in shaping the global edu-
standards, and inclusion. They often facili- cational discourse.
tate the implementation of neoliberal (mar- For Ukraine, examining how interna-
ket-oriented) reforms in educational policy, tional think tanks influence national educa-
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tional reforms remains relevant, especially in

Kumar D. D. A study of education policy

terms of supporting specific ideologies orresearch at the Brookings Institutiodigher

reforms. Studying this influence could offer education policy 2000.
practical tools for adapting international rec-P. 303-317.

Vol. 13, no. 3.

DOI:  https://doi.org/10.1016/

ommendations to the Ukrainian context andS0952-8733(00)00003-9.

advancing the Euro-integration process.
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Educational Researche#3(1), 35-53. DOI: educational policy, fostering collaboration, and

https://doi.org/10.1007/S13384-015-0185-0 generating solutions. The activities of specific
[in English]. analytical centers are highlighted: the Inter-

Stone, D.(2000). Non-Governmental American Dialogue, focused on educational

policy transfer: The strategies of independ-reform in Latin America; the Centre for Inde-
ent policy institutesGovernancel3(1), 45— pendent Studies in Australia, promoting con-
70. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/0952- Servative educational policies with an emphasis
1895.00123 [in English]. on market solutions and reduced public spend-
Tejada, A. H. (2024). A comprehensive ing on education; the Japanese National Insti-
model for satellite connectivity for educational tute for Educational Policy Research (NIER),
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supporting educational reforms; and the [IpoaHamizoBaHO  BUMIpH  isUTGHOCTI
Ukrainian analytical center of Borys Grin- aHagiTHYHHX LIEHTPIB B raly3i OCBITHBOI ITOJIi-
chenko Kyiv Metropolitan University, «Educa- tuku, a came. aaBOKallis PHHKOBO-OPIEHTOBA-
tionAnalytics», focusing on the adaptation ofHoi OCBiITHROI TONITHKH; BIUIMB Ha (HOpMy-

schools under martial law conditions.

BaHHA OCBITHBOI MOJITHKH; (OPMYBaHHS Ta

The article also presents a ranking ofmigrpumMka criBnpar, TpOIyKYBaHHS PIllICHb.

the Top 10 analytical centers in the field of [Ipe3enToBano

educational policy.

MISUTBHICTE  AHATITUYHOTO
HEHTPY MiKaMEpUKaHChKUN — iajior, 10

Keywords: analytical center, educa- 3ocepemkyerbcsi Ha OCBiTHIH pedopmi B

tional policy, types of analytical centers, di- Jlatunchkiit

Awmepulli;  aBCTPaTIHCHKOTO

mensions of analytical centers' activities,ananituuroro tenarpy, Centre for Independent
Top analytical centers in educational policy. Studies in Australiaiio BucTymae 3a KoHcep-

Kenanosa B. B., Kpu:kanoscbka B. B.
JifAJbHICTh aHAJITHYHMX LEHTPIiB B cdepi
OCBITHBOI MOJIITUKH

Y cTarTi 10BEAEHO aKTyaldbHICTh M
JOLIJIBHICTE JUSIIBHOCTI aHAJTITHYHUX
IIEHTPIB y Tally31 OCBITHBOI MOJITUKH Y CY-
yacHOMY cycriibeTBi. [logano Meromonorito
JOCITIJDKEHHS, 10 0a3yeThCs Ha 1J1eIX CHC-
TEMHOT0, aKC10JIOTIYHOTO ¥ CepeIOBUIITHOTO
MIIXOMIB, PO3KPUTO METOAM JOCIIKEHHS.
[IpencraBieHo cydacHe TIyMadeHHS (eHO-
MEHY aHaJITUIHOTrO 1eHTpy. HaBemeHo pizHi
kiacudikarii aHaTITHYHUX LEHTPIB y ramysi
OCBITHBOI ~ moONTHKK  (camMocCTiiiHi  Ta
He3aJIeXKHI, HAITIB3aJIEXKH], JepIKaBHi,
KBasiJiepKaBHI, YHIBEPCUTETChKi, MapTiiHI
Ta KOPIIOPATUBHI) Ta PO3KPHUTO iX (QYHKIIII.
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BaTHBHY OCBITHIO TIOJITUKY Ta HAaroJiomrye Ha
PMHKOBHMX DIIIGHHSX Ta 3MEHIIEHHI Jep-
JKABHUX BUTpaT Ha OCBITY; SIOHCHKOTO
anamitmyHoro ueHtpy, National Institute for
Educational Policy Research (NIER} Hamae
MATPUMKY  OCBITHIM  pedopmMam Ta  iH;
YKpaiHCbKUN aHAMTHYHUHN 1eHTp KuiBchbkoro

CTOJIMYHOT'O YHIBEPCHTETY I'pinuenka
«OcBITAHaNMITUKa», 10 AaKIIEHTYEThCS Ha
JOCHI/DKeHHI  aianTaiii MK B yMOBax

BOEHHOTO CTaHYy.

[pencraBneno TOII-10 anamiTHaHUX
IIEHTPIB B TaTy31 OCBITHBOI MOJITHKH.

Knwouosi cnosa: aHamiTUYHHNA LEHTD,
OCBITHA [OJITHKA, TUIM AaHAIITHYHUX
[EHTPIB, BUMIPH isSUTBHOCTI aHATITUIHUX
nentpiB, TOIl aHamMTHYHHX MEHTPIB Yy
raiy3i OCBITHbOI HOJITUKH.
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