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Knyazeva E.V. Specificity of the sociologist work in armed conflict: 

possibilities and limitations (Ukrainian experience) 

The problem of the field phase of empirical sociological research under 

conditions of war is analyzed in the article. It is shown that a military conflict 

in the South-East, made representatives of social and political sciences change 

their work. Ukrainian sociologists are forced to carry out their research efforts 

under conditions of militarization of public consciousness and to solve a 

number of fundamental problems of methodological and organizational order. 

One of the key questions for Ukrainian sociologists is whether it is possible to 

carry out any correct research in the extreme conditions both, for researchers 

and the people? 

On the basis of empirical research in Ukraine, the author concludes that 

for now there are no sociological research means relevant to the current 

conditions, and those which are being used, cannot serve as an effective tool 

for the analysis of new social phenomena. 

It has been shown that the issue of methodology of sociological 

research remains open due to unstable conditions, highly polarized society, 

domineering in the interpretation of events, and increased conflict potential in 

society. It has been pointed out, that the work of the sociologist under extreme 

conditions requires one’s ability to see the complex processes taking place 

along with a specific problem (suffering) object. Respondents and, especially, 

participants of armed conflict cannot be considered only as information 

sources. Sociologists have to deal with social therapy and to take 

responsibility for establishing of a special kind of social relations. 

Keywords: field stage of sociological research, methods of analysis, 

opinion polls, the methodology of sociological research, armed conflict. 
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