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Popovich N. G. Requirements to a modern teacher of foreign 

languages of a higher educational institution and his social role 

The article touches upon the issue of new requirements to the modern 

teacher of foreign languages of a higher educational establishment. The 

purpose of the article is to study the foreign languages teacher s increasing 

social role and the necessity for the constant professional skills upgrading, 

taking into account lack of the linguistic environment, rapid development of 

the computer technologies, evolution of new methods of teaching and 

methodological techniques of foreign languages teaching. The main purpose 

of the Ukrainian education system is stated and the corresponding 

requirements to the teacher s profession are considered in the article. The 

article gives a detailed analysis of the professional competence criteria of the 

foreign languages teacher, methodological, pedagogical and psychological 

qualification. The necessary components of the teacher s professional 

competence are analyzed. Attention is given to the fact that the modern teacher 

of foreign languages must know how to combine the information technologies 

with the world s best teaching methods in order to teach how to study in 

a new, more progressive way. The importance of organizing the foreign 

languages teacher s continuous skills upgrading is stressed in the article. 

According to the article there are twenty critical competences in the scholastic 

profession, that must be acquired by the teacher of foreign languages of the 

higher educational establishment. It is also reported that the competence 

development process is divided into two parts: improving the methods 

of teaching and the proficiency scale maintenance of the foreign language in 

the extralinguistic environment. The external and internal ways of improving 

and upgrading the professional development level of the foreign languages 

teacher are shown in the article. The author states that one of the most 

important ways of professional level development is conducting the personal 

investigation, analyzing the positive and negative experience of giving classes. 

Based on consideration of the roles the teacher plays at the lesson, it was 

found that the foreign languages teacher acts as an educator, a manager, an 

observer, a facilitator, an assessor, a supervisor. In conclusion it is pointed out 

that the teacher of foreign languages at the higher educational establishment 

is supposed to have the high level of the methodical competence and 

vocationally-oriented information and communications competence.  

Key words: the education system modernization, key competencies, the 

main criteria of the professionalism, creativity, innovation, information and 

communication technologies. 
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