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Glushchenko V. A., Ryabinina I. M., Tyshchenko K. A. Sources 

of studying the history of East Slavic languages in the studies 

of I. I. Sreznevskyi 

The exploration contains a thorough analysis of I. Sreznevskyi s views 

on the sources of the history of language research. Particular attention is paid 

to the fact that a famous linguist made a significant contribution to the 

development of the given problem. That is why his scientific achievements 

often serve as the object of research of modern linguistic historiographers. At 

the same time, special works devoted to the study of I. Sreznevskyi s 

statements concerning the sources of the history of East Slavic languages 

research are lacking in linguistics. This factor determines the relevance of the 

proposed article. It is defined that a significant place among the studies of 

I. Sreznevskyi is occupied by works in which the author considered ancient 

written memorials and incunabulas. In these works the researcher analyzed the 

ancient written memorials, focusing first of all on chronicles. In the conception 

of I. Sreznevskyi three sources of the history of language research are 

distinguished: 1) data of modern language in the complex of its dialects; 

2) data of the related languages in the complex of their dialects; 3) the material 

of ancient written memorials. The authors of the exploration emphasize that 

 Sreznevskyi, did 

not raise the question of the priority of the source of language research. Thus, 

the material of ancient written memorials became an important source of 

studying the history of language. The development of methods of graphics and 

spelling analysis of ancient writing memorials was begun. Furthermore, for 

studies of that time, a differentiated approach to the genres of memorials 

becomes to be distinctive, which was traced in opposition between works of 

spiritual content and secular ones. Also a number of allegations were made 

that pointed to the potential possibilities for dialectology to gain its own 

independence. The range of dialect phenomena studied in the historical aspect 

was gradually expanded, in particular in the works of I. Sreznevskyi. Prospects 

for further exploration we foresee in the in-depth analysis of the scientist s 

views on the source of studying the history of language. 

Key words: the sources of the study of the history of language, East 

Slavic languages, ancient manuscripts, annals, modern dialects. 
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